George Herbert says, "Death used to be an
executioner, but the Gospel makes him just a
gardener." Death used to be able to crush us,
but now all death can do is plant us in God's soll
so we become something extraordinary.

- Years ago, when the famous Chicago minister
Dwight Moody was dying, he said: "Pretty soon
" you're going to read in the Chicago papers that
~ Dwight Moody is dead.

-

Don't you believe it. | will be more alive than |
am right now."

Grieve with hope; wake up and be at peace;
laugh in the face of death, and sing for joy at
what's coming. If Jesus Christ has you by the
hand, you can sing.

-

Tim Keller, On Death

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of
God, we do not lose heart. But we have
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways.
We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper
with God's word, but by the open statement of
“the truth we would commend ourselves to
‘everyone's conscience in the sight of God.

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to
those who are perishing. In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who
is the image of God. For what we proclaim is
not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with
~ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.

-

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:1-6




1) The Promise of Light
2) The Opposition to the Light
3) The Source of Light

1) The Promise of Light

We take heart by beholding the glory of
the Lord and believing the transformative
truths of the gospel.

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy
of God, we do not lose heart.

2) The Opposition to the Light

But we have renounced disgraceful,
underhanded ways. We refuse to practice
cunning or to tamper with God's word, but
by the open statement of the truth we would
commend ourselves to everyone's conscience
in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is

~ veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.




In their case the god of this world has blinded
the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory
of Christ, who is the image of God.

The devil’s goal is to first isolate us, then
implant in our minds deceitful ideas that play to
our disordered desires, which we feel
comfortable with because they are normalized
by the status quo of our society. Specifically, he
lies about who God is, who we are, and what
the good life is, with an aim to undermine our
trust in God's love and wisdom.

His intent is to get us to seize autonomy
from God and redefine good and evil for
ourselves, thereby leading to the ruin of our
souls and society.

John Mark Comer

[It is] a true sense ... of the excellency of God
and Jesus Christ, and of the work of
redemption, and the ways and works of God
revealed in the gospel. There is a divine and
superlative glory in these things, an excellency
that is of a vastly higher kind and more sublime
nature than in other things, [and] a glory
greatly distinguishing them from all that is
earthly and temporal.

He that is spiritually enlightened truly
apprehends and sees it, or has a sense of it.
He does not merely rationally believe that
God is glorious, but he has a sense of the
gloriousness of God in his heart.

Jonathan Edwards

2) The Source of Light
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For God, who said, “Let light shine out of .
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the el ‘\-a»
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in :
the face of Jesus Christ.
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