3 Things Daniel wants us to know
about life in exile:

1) Promise (Chapters 2 & 7)
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2) Persecution (Chapters 3 & 6)

3) Pride (Chapters 4 & 5)

Living in exile, human pride (the
spirit of Babylon) is a constant
threat, both outward and inward.

S Chapter 5: The Writing on the Wall

Chapter 5: Pride of DEFIANCE
towards God

The Pride of Defiance towards God

1. What it is characterized by (1-4)
2. What God does about it (5-12)
3. God’s judgment toward it (13-28)

4. The tragic outcome that doesn’t have to
be ours (29-31)




The Pride of Defiance towards God Daniel 5:1-4:
1 King Belshazzar made a great feast for

1. What it is characterized by: a thousand of his lords and drank wine in
front of the thousand. 2 Belshazzar, when
An attitude of mockery and disrespect he tasted the wine, commanded that the

vessels of gold and of silver that
Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out
of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, that
the king and his lords, his wives, and his
concubines might drink from them.

3 (note the repetition) Then they brought in Two thoughts:

the golden vessels that had been taken out

of the femple, the house of God in 1. The pride of defiance towards
Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his God is characterized by an attitude
wives, and his concubines drank from of mockery and disrespect.

them. 4 They drank wine and praised the
gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, - The golden vessels taken from the

wood, and stone (where have we heard temple, “the house of God”
this before?).

Two thoughts: The beginning (verse 1): “King

Belshazzar made a great feast...”
2. The writer is letting us know that

such an attitude is incredibly foolish, The end (verses 30-31): “That very night

Belshazzar the Chaldean king was
killed. And Darius the Mede received
the kingdom, being about sixty-two
years old.”

Note the way that the writer
communicates the beginning and the
end...




Foolishness: The Pride of Defiance towards God

“That very night”: This is the OT account of
Luke 12:20, The Parable of the Rich Fool

1. What it is characterized by (1-4)

2. What God does about it (5-12)
Historically what happened (how mighty
Belshazzar and mighty Babylon fell) In response to Belshazzar’s defiance, God
intervenes.

Why did this happen? The pride of
defiance towards God.

Daniel 5:5-12: 7 The king called loudly to bring in the
5 Immediately the fingers of a human hand enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the
appeared and wrote on the plaster of the astrologers. The king declared to the wise
wall of the king's palace, opposite the men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this
lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it writing, and shows me its interpretation,
wrote. 6 Then the king's color changed, shall be clothed with purple (honor) and
and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs have a chain of gold around his neck
gave way, and his knees knocked together. (wealth) and shall be the third ruler in the
kingdom (power).” ...

8 Then all the king's wise men came in, but 10 The queen, because of the words of the

they could not read the writing or make king and his lords, came into the

known to the king the interpretation. 9 banqueting hall, and the queen declared,

Then King Belshazzar was greatly “O king, live forever! Let not your thoughts

alarmed, and his color changed, and his alarm you or your color change. 11 There

lords were perplexed. ... is a man in your kingdom in whom is the
spirit of the holy gods. In the days of your
father, light and understanding and wisdom
like the wisdom of the gods were found in
him, ...




and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father— Two thoughts on God's intervention:
your father the king—made him chief of the

magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and 1. God's intervention is a “reality check.”
astrologers, 12 because an excellent spirit,

knowledge, and understanding to interpret Like with Belshazzar, God may intervene
dreams, explain riddles, and solve in a way that sobers and terrifies you.

problems were found in this Daniel, whom
the king named Belteshazzar. Now let
Daniel be called, and he will show the
interpretation.”

Why God intervenes in such a way:

“| had been undone if | had not been
undone. | had been ruined if | had not
Why God intervenes in such a way... been ruined. God orders lesser afflictions

that we may escape greater.”

- lain Murray, Diary of Kenneth MacRae

Two thoughts on God’s intervention: A”merciful” intervention shown in two
ways:
1. God’s intervention is a “reality check.”
1) The futility of trying to get help
2. God’s intervention is a “merciful” anywhere outside of God (enchanters,
intervention. Chaldeans, astrologers...)




Dale Davis: “This is sometimes God'’s
pattern - to aggravate our helplessness by
exposing the uselessness of our favorite
props, even our favorite religious props.
You may have your own paganism of
choice...pluralism, machoism, feminism,
agnosticism, moralism - and they will
prove as petrifyingly useless as the
Babylonian variety.”

The Pride of Defiance towards God
1. What it is characterized by
2. What God does about it

3. God’s judgment toward it

15 Now the wise men, the enchanters,
have been brought in before me to read
this writing and make known to me its
interpretation, but they could not show the
interpretation of the matter. 16 But | have
heard that you can give interpretations and
solve problems. Now if you can read the
writing and make known to me its
interpretation, ...

A”merciful” intervention shown in two
ways:

2) The “queen” (a minor character in the
story)

Daniel 5:13-28:

13 Then Daniel was brought in before the
king. The king answered and said to
Daniel, “You are that Daniel, one of the
exiles of Judah, whom the king my father
brought from Judah. 14 | have heard of
you that the spirit of the gods is in you,
and that light and understanding and
excellent wisdom are found in you. ...

you shall be clothed with purple and have
a chain of gold around your neck and shall
be the third ruler in the kingdom.”17 Then
Daniel answered and said before the king,
“Let your gifts be for yourself, and give
your rewards to another. Nevertheless, |
will read the writing to the king and make
known to him the interpretation. ...




(The WHY before the what)

18 O king, the Most High God gave
Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and
greatness and glory and majesty. 19 And
because of the greatness that he gave him,
all peoples, nations, and languages
trembled and feared before him. Whom he
would, he killed, and whom he would, he
kept alive; whom he would, he raised up,
and whom he would, he humbled. ...

22 And you his son, Belshazzar, have not
humbled your heart, though you knew all
this, 23 but you have lifted up yourself
against the Lord of heaven. And the vessels
of his house have been brought in before
you, and you and your lords, your wives,
and your concubines have drunk wine from
them. ...

(Now the WHAT) Daniel 5:24-28: 24
“Then from his presence the hand was sent,
and this writing was inscribed. 25 And this is
the writing that was inscribed: Mene, Mene,
Tekel, and Parsin. 26 This is the
interpretation of the matter: Mene, God has
numbered the days of your kingdom and
brought it to an end; 27 Tekel, you have
been weighed in the balances and found
wanting; 28 Peres, your kingdom is divided
and given to the Medes and Persians.”

20 But when his heart was lifted up and
his spirit was hardened so that he dealt
roudly, he was brought down from his
ingly throne, and his glory was taken
from him. 21 He was driven from among
the children of mankind, and his mind was
made like that of a beast, and his dwelling
was with the wild donkeys. He was fed
grass like an ox, and his body was wet
with the dew of heaven, until he knew that
the Most High God rules the kingdom of
mankind and sets over it whom he will. ...

And you have praised the gods of silver
and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and
stone, which do not see or hear or know,
but the God in whose hand is your breath,
and whose are all your ways, you have not
honored.

Learning lesson:

God'’s judgment given to Belshazzar
ought to sober us and cause us to
examine ourselves.



Belshazzar’s problem was not one of
ignorance but insolence.

Dale Davis: “Pay attention to what
Belshazzar teaches you: having clear
information does not guarantee the right
response. He knew all this but did not
humble his heart. So having good data
does not necessarily bring about
required change....Belshazzar knew, and
it didn’t matter.”

The Pride of Defiance towards God

1. What it is characterized by
2. What God does about it
3. God’s judgment toward it

4. The tragic outcome that doesn’t
have to be ours

Verse 22-23: And you his son,
Belshazzar, have not humbled your
heart, though you knew all this, but you
have lifted up yourself against the Lord of
heaven.

Dale Davis: “Bible believing churches and
fellowships rightly place a premium on the
place and ministry of the word. But we
must be awake to the peril of having the
word without the Spirit. We must plead
that the Spirit of God will cause the word
of God to be obedience-producing and
life-transforming, for when truth does not
humble us or lead us to worship we are
simply Belshazzar clones.”

Daniel 5:29-31:

29 Then Belshazzar gave the command,
and Daniel was clothed with purple, a
chain of gold was put around his neck,
and a proclamation was made about him,
that he should be the third ruler in the
kingdom (saving face). 30 That very night
Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed.
31 And Darius the Mede received the
kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.



(End of) Chapter 2:47:

The king answered and said to Daniel,
“Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord
of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for
you have been able to reveal this

If you have followed along with us over
the past few weeks, do you notice
anything different about the end of this

chapter versus the other ones (end of il s

chapters 2-42)

(End of) Chapter 3:28: (End of ) Chapter 4:37:
Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Now |, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, extol and honor the King of heaven, for all
Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his his works are right and his ways are just;
angel and delivered his servants, who and those who walk in pride he is able to
trusted in him, and set aside the king's humble.”

command, and yielded up their bodies
rather than serve and worship any god
except their own God.”

(End of) Chapter 5:30-31:

That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean
king was killed. And Darius the Mede
received the kingdom, being about sixty-

nvoysatsold, The complete lack of praise is telling.

Belshazzar was defiant to the very end.




The tragic outcome that doesn’t have to be
ours.

How can this NOT be us?

In Jesus: Mene (numbered): our days are
no longer numbered, we have eternal life!

In Jesus: Tekel (weighed): the scales of
justice are weighed, and we are found
completely righteous in Christ!

In Jesus: Parsin (divided): We are no
longer enemies but friends of God, and
what awaits is a Kingdom of perfect unity,
beauty, truth and goodness in Christ!
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While we all deserve the hand of
judgment, in the cross we receive the hand
of forgiveness and grace!

“Belshazzar was on the precipice of
deliverance but did not recognize it.”
- Dale Davis



