2 Corinthians
Week 12 (July 2): Engaging Generosity — 2 Cor. 8:1-15
Introduction
e Open your time in prayer and read the passage together.
e Give everyone 15 minutes to answer the five following questions:
Write your answers after each question.
e Take one question at a time and have people share their answers.
e End your time by sharing and praying for one another.

Passage:

1We want you to know, brothers,[a] about the grace of God that has
been given among the churches of Macedonia, %for in a severe test of
affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3For they gave
according to their means, as | can testify, and beyond their means, of
their own accord, *begging us earnestly for the favor[b] of taking part
in the relief of the saints— 3and this, not as we expected, but they gave
themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.
SAccordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should
complete among you this act of grace. 7But as you excel in everything—
in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for
you[c]—see that you excel in this act of grace also.

8] say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others
that your love also is genuine. °For you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became
poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 1°And in this
matter | give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started
not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. ''So now finish
doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by
your completing it out of what you have. *For if the readiness is there,
it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what
he does not have. 13For | do not mean that others should be eased and
you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness Yyour abundance at the
present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may
supply your need, that there may be fairness. 15As it is written,
“Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered
little had no lack.”

-What stuck out to you in the passage? This might be something
significant (facts, details), it might be the way something is talked about (as a
simile, metaphor or image) or a literary device used (lists, repetition,
contrasts, comparisons, quotes, etc.).

-Do you have any questions from the passage? Notice anything
that is difficult to understand in the text, or a question the reader would like
to ask the writer of the passage or the Lord.

-How do you see Jesus in the passage? How does this passage relate
to the person, nature, character, or work of Jesus?

-How can | apply this passage to my life?

-Who is one person that could benefit from you sharing what you
learned in this passage today?

Close your time by sharing prayer requests and praying.



