Before we read Mark 8:31-38...

1. This passage is intense

2. This passage is challenging

3. This passage addresses a form of Christianity that is
subtle and dangerous, yet it’s one that we are all
susceptible to.

This is a version of faith that identifies with Jesus’ name
but rejects his way. It is a form of discipleship that wants
his power but dismisses the path of the cross. And it

L, results in a form of Christianity that is angry, power
hungry, avoids suffering, and despises weakness...it
looks very much like the world.

The Gospel of Mark

1. Part 1: Mark 1:1-8:30: Who is Jesus?

2. Part 2: Mark 8:31-16:8: What is his mission?

Christianity WITHOUT the Cross

1. Our Culture is shaped by power - Politics, Economy,
Sports Teams, etc.




“I’m not a win-at-all-costs guy. Winning isn’t
everything. It’s second to breathing.”

- George Steinbrenner

Richard Halverson:

“Christianity was birthed in Galilee as a relationship.
, It spread to Greece and became a philosophy.

It spread to Rome and became an empire.

It spread to Britain and became a culture.

It spread to the United States and became an
enterprise.”

Diane Langberg: “Are you verbally powerful? The Word
gave you that power. Are you physically powerful? The
mighty God, who breaks down strongholds and sustains
, the universe, gave you that power. Do you have a

powerful position? It is from the King of Kings and Lord .

of Lords. Do you have knowledge or skill? The Creator
God, whose ways are beyond finding out, gave that
power to you. Do you hold emotional power with others?
That power came from the Comforter, the Wonderful
Counselor. ...”
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1. Our Culture is shaped by power - Politics, Economy,
Sports Teams, etc.

. 2. Therefore, the church in our culture will be tempted

by the shaping influence of power.

1. Our Culture is shaped by power - Politics, Economy,
Sports Teams, etc.

. 2. Therefore, the church in our culture will be tempted

by the shaping influence of power.

3. Therefore, people in the church will be tempted by the
shaping influence of power.

“Do you have great financial power? If so, it is merely a
small portion from the One who holds all riches. Any
power that you and I hold is God’s and has been given to .

, us by him for the sole purpose of glorifying him and

blessing others. If all power is derivative, then
Christians should hold it with great humility.”




Christianity WITHOUT the Cross

Mark 8:31-38

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said
to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For

, whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. ...

Christianity WITHOUT the Cross:

1. The warning and challenge from our text should sober
4 Us.

2. We must listen to Jesus speaking plainly and
powerfully against this and grasp why he “must suffer.”

3. Christianity WITH the Cross must form and shape
how we live.
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Mark 8:31-38:
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the .

, chief prlests and the scribes and be killed, and after

three days rise again. And he said this plamly And Peter "
took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning

and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on
the things of God, but on the things of man.” ...
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For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world
and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return
for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my

, words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him

will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” - Mark
8:31-38

Verse 31-33: 31 And he began to teach them that the Son
of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the
elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, -

, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly.

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But
turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of
man.”
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Christianity without the Cross focuses on power and - Rome
glory without suffering. This approach reflects not the
things of God but “things of man”: - Religious Leaders (Matthew 23)

- Flex your strength . - Even the Disciples: “Grant us to sit at your right and

- Stand over others your left hand in glory.” (Mark 10:37)
- Win at all costs

- Avoid things that are weak, costly, and shameful
- Build your own Empire

Application/Takeaways: Application/Takeaways:

1. Don’t assume that you are immune. 1. Don’t assume that you are immune.

. 2. How can you tell if this might be you?

A “Cross-less” Christianity produces a spirit that resists Christianity WITHOUT the Cross:
faith that is costly, humbling, and weak. It resists
anything that threatens comfort, control, or image. And 1. The warning and challenge from our text should sober ;
, it produces anger and intensity that are not fueledby  § 4 US.
godly love and holiness but fear of loss and defeat. i
2. We must listen to Jesus speaking plainly and
powerfully against this and grasp why he “must suffer.”




Verses 31-33: And he began to teach them that the Son of
Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the

elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, -

, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But
turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of
man.”

Mar

1. “And he began to teach them that the Son of Man
must suffer”

. 2. “And he said this plainly.”

The cross is not a peripheral doctrine, it is not an
optional doctrine, it is a foundational doctrine.

1. “must suffer”

2. “And he said this plainly.”

3. Jesus speaks powerfully: “Get behind me, Satan!”

1. “And he began to teach them that the Son of Man
must suffer”

. The Cross is a must:

God’s justice must be satisfied. (2 Cor 5:21)

God’s love must be demonstrated. (1Jn 4:8, Rom 5:8)
Sin must be paid for. (Rom 6:23, Col 1:14)

Death must be defeated. (1 Cor 15:54-57)

Christianity without the Cross is not just misguided, it’s
Satanic!

, a. It seeks the Crown without the Cross.

b. It cannot forgive sin, cannot transform hearts, cannot
heal guilt, and cannot reconcile sinners to God.

c. It will bow down to the idol of power and use Christ as §
a means for employing power over others.
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Christianity WITHOUT the Cross: Verses 34-38:

1. The warning and challenge from our text should sober Verse 34: And calling the crowd to him with his
, us. g , disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after
J me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
2. We must listen to Jesus speaking plainly and follow me.”
powerfully against this and why he “must suffer.”

3. Christianity WITH the Cross must form and shape
how we live.
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Verse 35: For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will
save it.

Verses 36-37: For what does it profit a man to gain the
whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man
give in return for his soul?




Verse 38: For whoever is ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him
will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in
L, the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

Conclusion: Christianity WITHOUT the Cross

In a culture (society, church, personal) where power is
. an attractive idol, the cross that highlights weakness is
unpopular, attacked, and rejected.

But here’s the reality: a form of Christianity that
promotes worldly power is powerless. And it is of the
devil.

This is not a threat (for behavior modification), it isan
invitation (to the heart).

Conclusion: Christianity WITH the Cross

A Crucified Christ and Cruciform Living go hand in hand. ;

Christianity WITH the Cross is costly, but it is life-

giving, soul-saving, and glorious, rooted in the love and
power of God who alone saves.




