Gospel and Heart:
3 R’s: Reveal, Repent, Rejoice

Gospel and Heart Dynamics:
(Sonship, Humility, Forgiveness, Obedience)
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The Last Message for our Series:

Gospel and Mission
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Galatians 5:13-14: Key Lesson (Taken from Gospel Centered Life):

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not

use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but If the gospel is renewing you internally, it will also be
through love serve one another. For the whole law is propelling you externally.

fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as

yourself.”
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1. If the gospel is renewing you internally, it will also be
propelling you externally.

Verses 13-14: For you were called to freedom, brothers.
Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the
flesh, but through love serve one another. For the
whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”
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To be right with God, you need Jesus + (something).

Such an approach diminishes the work of Christ! As
Tim Keller writes: “You can’t add to Christ without
subtracting from Christ first.”

Such an approach (Jesus +‘“something”) turns
salvation into merit, which Paul calls a yoke of slavery.
The law as a system of salvation will be burdensome
and enslave you.

Gospel
Heart

3. Called to Freedom as Adoption and being God’s
“son” (son vs slave, orphan vs child)

Galatians 4:6: And because you are sons, God has sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba,
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if
a son, then an heir through God.
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A Central Theme in Galatians: The Gospel of Freedom!

1. Called to Freedom from the Tyranny of Self Salvation
(The Law that Enslaves)

Galatians 5:1-2: For freedom Christ has set us free;
stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke
of slavery. Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept
circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage to you. ..
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2. Called to Freedom from the Curse of the Law
(Condemnation)

Galatians 3:13-14: Christ redeemed us from the curse
of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written,
“Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree” — so that
in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to
the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised
Spirit through faith.
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The 3 R’s are a way to have the gospel renew you
internally by bringing about the freedom of the gospel
into your heart:

- Freedom from Self Salvation (Idols that enslave)
- Freedom from the Law (Condemnation)
- Freedom as Adoption and being a child of God
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John 7:37-38: On the last day of

the feast, the great day, Jesus stood
up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts,
let him come to me and drink.
Whoever believes in me, as the
Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart
will flow rivers of living water.””

No matter how long we have been Christians, no matter
how mature we are in Christ, no matter how much we
know the Scriptures, we are all prone to forget the gospel.

Example: The Apostle Peter forgot the gospel!
(Galatians 2:11-14, where fear replaced freedom)

We always need the gospel to renew and fill us so that
our cup overflows (Psalm 23:5) :
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“Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for
the flesh...”

- Opportunity: military term as base of operations

- The flesh: the old, sinful nature (vs the Spirit)

- The works of the flesh vs the works of the Spirit (Galt
5:19-23)

- The flesh as emphasis on SELF: indulge self, serve
self, elevate self, protect self.
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One more thought:

“The 3 R’s have been great, what’s next?”
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2. If the gospel is renewing you internally, it will also
be propelling you externally.

Verses 13-14: For you were called to freedom, brothers.
Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the
flesh, but through love serve one another. For the
whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”

Gospel
Heart

“...but through love serve one another. For the whole
law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.””

The gospel that renews us internally must also propel
us externally in love to serve one another. Grace
received is grace expressed.
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Implication/Challenge:

1. We need to be careful that we do not make the 3 R’s
all about “me and Jesus.”

Bob Thune: “Our sinful hearts can take the good
benefits of the gospel and use them for selfish
purposes.”
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Gospel In and Gospel Out:
The Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea

If the Gospel is not flowing out,
like the Dead Sea, we will become
stagnant, joyless, mistake comfort
for holy living, and experience a
form of spiritual death.

Understanding God’s Heart: Throughout Scripture, we
find that being in God’s presence transforms us for
others:

Moses and the burning bush: “Go and tell Pharaoh...”
Isaiah encounters the Lord: “Here am I, send me”
Peter and catch of fish: “Erom now on...you will catch

Demoniac who is healed: “Go and tell...”
Disciples worship the risen Christ: “Go, and make
disciples...”
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It’s possible to make “being with God” a means for our
personal comfort; this is a kind of devotion that feels
spiritual but is actually about “self” comfort and
protection.

“Twant to be close to God” becomes a form of “I want

to avoid sacrificial love; I want to avoid messy people,
broken lives, real needs, and costly risks.”
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One more thought:

It’s possible to be “God focused” (ie draw near to God)
but actually miss his heart.
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Implication/Challenge:

1. We need to be careful that we do not make the 3R’s
all about “me and Jesus.”

2. The 3 R’s to love God (internal) flows into the 3 R’s
to love our neighbor (external)
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Inward Movement Outward movement of love
of the Heart for God and others
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Loving Your Neighbor with Reveal, Repent, Rejoice

Repent: Living in mission is not legalism (I better
obey because I feel guilty, or fearful that God will
punish me) nor licentiousness (I don’t really need to
obey, I will pick and choose the parts of Scripture that
resonate with me). Instead, ask the Holy Spirit to
convict you of what’s hindering you to live out the
gospel in mission.
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Example: Sharing your faith with your neighbor

Reveal: What’s the hindrance? What’s behind the
struggle?

Repent: What idols are driving my heart? What gospel
promises do I need to remember and rest in?

Rejoice: In the gospel, “Risk, not Rust.”
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Loving Your Neighbor with Reveal, Repent, Rejoice

Reveal: Consider a missional opportunity to love/serve
your neighbor, and why it is a struggle for you:

- Showing hospitality to neighbors

- Actively praying for and engaging with co-workers

- Sharing the gospel with a family member

- Serving someone/others in need

- Giving generously

- Leading spiritually as a spouse or parent e,
- Defending the biblical worldview on a particular issug@™
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Loving Your Neighbor with Reveal, Repent, Rejoice

Rejoice: In the freedom of the gospel, “risk in love,
not rust in fear.” Experience joy as you see God
working through you.
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Important: As the gospel renews your heart inward and
propels you outward...

1. The 3 R’s for loving your neighbor is not a “formula
for success”, i.e. If I do this, then God will bless the result/
outcome.

2. Remember your limits. Reveal. Discern. Pray.
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Close and Reflection: Gospel and Mission

1. In what ways are you receiving the gospel inwardly but
resisting its outward call? Has your engagement to “be with
God” become a form of insulation and avoiding costly love?

2. Where might you be spiritually “rusting” instead of
risking?

3. As you consider today’s passage, what missional
opportunity is before you today? Instead of begrudging duty 3
or fearful avoidance, engage your heart with the
3 R’s: Reveal, Repent Rejoice.
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