3 R’s of Gospel Renewal: REPENT

Psalm 51:1-12
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Psalm 51;1-12 (ESV)

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the

prophet went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.

1 Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!
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Westminster Shorter Catechism (modern English):
87. What is repentance unto life?

Repentance unto life is a saving grace, by which a
sinner, being truly aware of his sinfulness,
understands the mercy of God in Christ, grieves for and
hates his sins, and turns from them to God, fully
intending and striving for a new obedience.
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3 For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,

so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment.

5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me.
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6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. and renew a right spirit within me.
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 11 Cast me not away from your presence,
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
let the bones that you have broken rejoice. and uphold me with a willing spirit.
9 Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
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Psalm 51 3 For I know my transgressions,

and my sin is ever before me.
A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet went to him,

after he had gone in to Bathsheba.

1 Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
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1 Repentance Begins with Honesty (vv. 1-3)
2 Repentance Goes Deeper than Guilt (vv. 4-6)
3 Repentance Anticipates Joy (vv. 7-12)
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4 Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,

Repentance does not ignore the human cost
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9 “Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what
is evil in his sight? 10 Now therefore the sword shall never
depart from your house, because you have despised me and
have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ ...
14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly
scorned the Lord, the child who is born to you shall die.”
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4 Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment.
5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me.
6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.
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Sin underneath the sin

2 Samuel 12

7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the
Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and
I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I gave you

your master's house and your master's wives into your
arms and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if
this were too little, I would add to you as much more.
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8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken rejoice.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
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Repentance is not fear of punishment
Repentance is NOT penance

Jack Miller: Penance is human effort to save ourselves with
our own suffering.
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2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
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Repentance is NOT fear of punishment

False repentance proceeds only from a sense of danger and a
dread of impending wrath. The character of true repentance...
flows from the faith of pardoning mercy.

- John Colquhoun, Evangelical Repentance
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Repentance is not fear of punishment
Repentance is NOT penance

Penance is human effort to save ourselves with our own suffering.
- Jack Miller

He cannot trust that God will shew mercy to him, till, by his
penitence and reformation, he recommend himself to His favour.
- John Colquhoun A
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Westminster Confession of Faith 7.5:

This covenant was differently administered in the time of
the law... by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision,
the paschal lamb, and other types and ordinances delivered
to the people of the Jews, all fore-signifying Christ to
come, which were for that time sufficient and efficacious,
through the operation of the Spirit, to instruct and build up
the elect in faith in the promised Messiah, by whom they
had full remission of sins, and eternal salvation, and is
called the Old Testament.
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10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
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DX (Elohim) - “God” (vv. 1, 9, 10, 14)
)T (Adonai) - “Lord, Master” (v.15)
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Key Question: “What lie am I turning from, and what truth
about Jesus am I turning to?”

Core Truth: “Repentance isn’t performance, it’s turning
from lies to the mercy of God.”
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8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken rejoice.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Acts 3:19-20 - Repent therefore, and turn back, that your
sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord
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DX (Elohim) - “God” (vv. 1, 9, 10, 14)
17X (Adonai) - “Lord, Master” (v.15)

mn (YHWH) - “LORD”
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I am blind without your light, proud without your grace,
lost without your Spirit. Reveal my sin, that I may see its
depth. I turn from my sin, with sorrow over misplacing my
love and grieving your heart. I turn to you in faith, trusting
not in my works, but in Christ alone. Lift my eyes to the
cross, restore my joy, and let me live as Your child, rejoicing
in the freedom of your love. Amen.
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