Warck”

.- CHRIST'S POWER OVER EVERY NEED

When an overwhelming need or struggle shows up
again in your life, how do you respond?

Mark 8:1-21:

(The Feeding of the 4K) In those days, when again a
great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat,
he called his disciples to him and said to them, “I have
compassion on the crowd, because they have been with
me now three days and have nothing to eat. And if I
send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint
on the way. And some of them have come from far
away.” ...(10f 6)

Rinse and Repeat: The Feeding of the 4K

Mark 8:1-21

Mark 8:1-21 (3 parts)
1. The Feeding of the 4K (1-10)
2. Interaction with the Religious Leaders (11-13)

3. Interaction with the Disciples (14-21)

And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed
these people with bread here in this desolate place?”
And he asked them, “How many loaves do you have?”
They said, “Seven.” And he directed the crowd to sit
down on the ground. And he took the seven loaves, and
having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to
his disciples to set before the people; and they set them
before the crowd. ...(2 of 6)




And they had a few small fish. And having blessed
them, he said that these also should be set before
them. And they ate and were satisfied. And they took
up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. And
there were about four thousand people. And he sent
them away. And immediately he got into the boat with
his disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha. ...
(30f 6)

(Interaction with the Disciples)

Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had
only one loaf with them in the boat. And he cautioned
them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” And they began
discussing with one another the fact that they had no

bread. And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are
you discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you
not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts
hardened?...(5 of 6)

When an overwhelming need or struggle shows up
again...

1. It’s easy to forget and fret. (1-10)
2. We can become demanding and test God. (11-13)

3. We must consider why we are forgetful and
demanding. (14-21)

(Interaction with the Religious Leaders)

The Pharisees came and began to argue with him,
seeking from him a sign from heaven to test him. And
he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this
generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will
be given to this generation.” And he left them, got into
the boat again, and went to the other side. ...(4 of 6)

Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not
hear? And do you not remember? When I broke the five
loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of
broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him,
“Twelve.” “And the seven for the four thousand, how
many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?”
And they said to him, “Seven.” And he said to them,
“Do you not yet understand?” (6 of 6)

~ Mark 8:1-21

When an overwhelming need or struggle shows up
again...

1. It’s easy to forget and fret. (1-10)
2. We can become demanding and test God. (11-13)

3. We must consider why we are forgetful and
demanding. (14-21)




Verse 4: (A recurring need comes up) And his disciples
answered him, “How can one feed these people with
bread here in this desolate place?”

Paul Tripp: “...it’s so easy for me to become a gospel
amnesiac—in the busyness of the situations and
relationships of everyday life, to lose sense of who I am in
Christ and what I’ve been given in Christ. And when you
do that, you don’t live in light of the power of the grace of
God for you, and you’re seduced by the world.”

Key Lesson:

Instead of forgetting, we are called to REMEMBER the
gospel!

Takeaway: Gospel Amnesia is Real.

a. When an overwhelming need or struggle shows up
again, it’s easy to forget the faithfulness of God, the
promises of God, the power of God.

b. “What have you done for me lately”?

Forgetfulness is never neutral—it pushes us toward
anxiety, sin, and self-reliance. Gospel amnesia makes
us live as if God doesn’t care about us and as if the
Spirit isn’t with us.

Psalm 77:11—-12: “I will remember the deeds of the
LORD; yes, I will remember your wonders of old. I will
ponder all your work, and meditate on your mighty
deeds.”

Remembering is not nostalgia but active faith and trust
in the faithfulness and mighty deeds of God.




Lamentations 3:19-22: Remember my affliction and
my wanderings, the wormwood and the gall! My soul
continually remembers it and is bowed down within
me. But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his
mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness.

Forgetting leads to despair, remembering fuels hope.

“We need to hear the gospel every day, because we forget
it every day.”

- Attributed to Martin Luther

Verses 11-13: (Markan sandwich) The Pharisees came
and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign
from heaven to test him. And he sighed deeply in his
spirit and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign?
Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this
generation.” And he left them, got into the boat again,
and went to the other side.

Psalm 103:2: “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget
not all his benefits.”

Forgetting leads to worry and anxiety. Remembering
fuels gratitude and worship.

When an overwhelming need or struggle shows up
again...

1. It’s easy to forget and fret. (1-10)
2. We can become demanding and test God. (11-13)

3. We must consider why we are forgetful and
demanding. (14-21)

Demand = Test

(Consider Exodus 16-17, Matthew 4:5-7)




What testing God might look like when an
overwhelming need or struggle shows up again:

1. Demanding: “If you’re really God, if you are real, if
you really care about me, prove it.”

What testing God might look like when an
overwhelming need or struggle shows up again:

3. Presumption: Living in spiritual negligence and
expecting God to bail you out.

Heed Jesus’ warning:

Verse 15: And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out;
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of
Herod.”

What testing God might look like when an
overwhelming need or struggle shows up again:

2. Bargaining (a passive-agressive form of

demanding): “If you do this for me, then I will follow
you/believe in you, etc.”

What testing God might look like when an
overwhelming need or struggle shows up again:

4. Cynicism: Refusing to trust God until He proves
Himself again and again.

Instead of testing God, we are called to trust God.

Faith trusts and rests in God’s promises; testing demands
God prove Himself.




When an overwhelming need or struggle shows up
again...

1. It’s easy to forget and fret. (1-10)
2. We can become demanding and test God. (11-13)

3. We must consider why we are forgetful and
demanding. (14-21)

And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are you

discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet

perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened?
Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not
hear? And do you not remember? When I broke the five
loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of

broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him,
“Twelve.” “And the seven for the four thousand, how
many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” And
they said to him, “Seven.” And he said to them; “Do you
not yet understand?”

2. Recognize that on our own, we are spiritually obtuse,
blind, and deaf to the things of God. This is humbling;
we cannot figure it out on our own. Spiritual truths
require Spirit-given perception.

1 Corinthians 2:14: The natural person does not accept
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him,
and he is not able to understand them because they are
spiritually discerned.

Verses 14-21: Now they had forgotten to bring bread,
and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. And
he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” And
they began discussing with one another the fact that
they had no bread. ...

Thoughts/Takeaways:

1. The questions Jesus asks should cause us to humbly
assess our spiritual perceptiveness:

“Where is my heart? What am I longing for? What lies am I
believing in? In my worry, how is my heart fearful? In my
demands and testing, how is my heart hardened? How am
I forgetting the gospel?”

3. Pray that the Holy Spirit would do what we cannot
do: help us see beyond surface appearances,
understand, and grasp the gospel!

Ephesians 1:18 — Paul prays that “the eyes of your
heart may be enlightened, that you may know the hope
to which He has called you.”




Wrapping Up: When an overwhelming need or struggle
shows up again...

Verse 4: And his disciples answered him, “How can one
feed these people with bread here in this desolate place?”

Verses 8-9: And they ate and were satisfied. And they
took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full.
And there were about four thousand people: And he sent
them away.




