CHRIST'S POWER OVER EVERY NEED

Following Christ comes with a cost.

Mark 6:30-44

30 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done
and taught. 31 And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a
desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and
they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a
desolate place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and
recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got
there ahead of them. 34 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd,
and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without
a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 35 And when it
grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place,
and:the hour is now late. 36 Send them away to go into the surrounding
countryside and villages-and buy themselves something to eat.”

SHOWING JESUS

Mark 6:30-44

Why follow Him at all - especially when the cost is so high?

Mark 6:30-44

37 But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they
said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread
and give it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many loaves
do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said,
“Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he commanded them all to sit down in
groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups, by hundreds
and by fifties. 41 And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked
up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them
to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish
among them all. 42 And they all ate and were satisfied. 43 And they took
up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 44 And those
who ate the loaves were five thousand men.




SHOWING JESUS
Our Rest

Our Shepherd
Our God

Before Jesus sends his disciples out, he draws them in.

This is a lesson in discipleship:
You must learn to be with Jesus.

Your first ministry isn’t to anyone else but your soul
- to step into undistracted, unhurried space with Jesus.

JESUS, OUR REST

Mark 6

30 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done
and taught. 31 And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a
desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and
they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a
desolate place by themselves.

JESUS, OUR REST

Mark 6:31

And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place
and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no
leisure even to eat.

32 And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves.
Mark 3:14

And he appointed twelve so that they might be with him and he might
send them out to preach

WE DON'T KNOW HOW TO REST

1) We value being busy.




WE DON'T KNOW HOW TO REST

1) We value being busy.
2) We confuse distraction with rest.

Superficiality is the curse of our age. - Richard Foster

For many of us the great danger is not that we will renounce our
faith. It is that we will become so distracted and rushed and
preoccupied that we will settle for a mediocre version of it. We will
just skim our lives instead of actually living them.

- Ronald Rolheiser

WE DON'T KNOW HOW TO REST

1) We value being busy.
2) We confuse distraction with rest.
3) Because we don’t slow down, we shut down.

We, for every kind of reason, good and bad, are distracting ourselves
into spiritual oblivion. It is not that we have anything against God,
depth, and spirit, we would like these, it is just that we are habitually too
preoccupied to have any of these show up on our radar screens. We are
more busy than bad, more distracted than nonspiritual, and more
interested in the movie theater, the sports stadium, and the shopping
mall and the fantasy life they produce in us than we are in church.
Pathological busyness, distraction, and restlessness are major blocks
today within our spiritual lives....

- Ronald Rolheiser

JESUS, OUR SHEPHERD

Mark 6

33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there
on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When he
went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to
teach them many things.




The problem is their sickness,
but the deeper problem is that they don’t know how sick they are.
The problem is that we’re lost,
but the deeper problem is we don’t know how lost we are.

JESUS, OUR SHEPHERD

Numbers 27:17

17 who shall go out before them and come in before them, who shall
lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of the LORD may
not be as sheep that have no shepherd.”

Ezekiel 34:5-6

5 So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd, and they
became food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered; 6 they
wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep were
scattered over all the face of the earth, with none to search or seek for
them.

JESUS, OUR SHEPHERD

Mark 6

35 And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a
desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36 Send them away to go into
the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something
to eat.” 37 But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.”
And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of
bread and give it to them to eat?”

We are so sheep.
Sheep don’t need advice.
Sheep don’t need motivation.
Sheep need a shepherd.

We don’t know how lost we are.
We are s0000 sheep.

He wants them to recognize that they are sheep without a shepherd.
When God gives you an impossible command, His goal isn’t that you
try harder - it's that you come closer.

If your instinct when hearing God’s commands is, “I've got this,”
that's likely the first sign that you don’t deeply understand the gospel.




JESUS, OUR GOD

Mark 6

38 And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.”

And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he

commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So
“Love the Lord with all your heart.” = God, | need you. they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41 And taking the

“Love your spouse as Christ loves the church.” = God, | need you. five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing
“Love your enemy.” - God, | need you. and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the

“Give cheerfully and generously.” — God, | need you. people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And they all ate

and were satisfied. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of broken

pieces and of the fish. 44 And those who ate the loaves were five

thousand men.

SHOWING JESUS, OUR GOD SHOWING JESUS, OUR GOD
1. Jesus is the God of the Old Testament (v42) 1. Jesus is the God of the Old Testament (v42)
2. Jesus is the true and better shepherd (v34)
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1. Jesus is the God of the Old Testament (v42) 1. Jesus is the God of the Old Testament (v42)
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3. Jesus brings about a true and better exodus (v39-40) 3. Jesus brings about a true and better exodus (v39-40)
4. Jesus is the true bread of life (v41)




SHOWING JESUS, OUR GOD Mark 6:52 did not understand about the loaves, but their
1. Jesus is the God of the Old Testament (v42) hearts were hardened.

2. Jesus is the true and better shepherd (v34)

3. Jesus brings about a true and better exodus (v39-40)

4. Jesus is the true bread of life (v41)

5. Jesus is the true and better king (42-43)

I sin like a man, He forgives like a God.
- Charles Spurgeon

God is better at being God
than you are at being sinful and hard-hearted.




