
K-5th Grade  
The Ark was Captured  

Activity Ideas 
 
Session Title: The Ark Was Captured 
Bible Passage: 1 Samuel 4–6 
Story Point: God showed the Philistines that He is the one true God. 
Key Passage: Jeremiah 10:6 
Big Picture Question: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater than everything. 
 

Activities & Crafts  

Hot potato 
Instruct kids to stand in a circle. Give one player a potato. Start the music and guide players to pass                    
the potato to the right. 
Kids should pass the potato around the circle until you pause the music. The player holding the                 
potato when the music stops is out. 
Resume the music and continue play. Pause the music again to eliminate another player. Continue in                
this way until only one player remains. 

Say • Remember this game when you hear our Bible story today. The Philistines—enemies of               
God’s people—took something from the Israelites but soon decided to get rid of it quickly! We’ll                
find out what it was. 

Create a comic 
Provide colored pencils and a comic page for each kid. Choose a volunteer to read the caption on 
each panel of the comic page. Invite kids to illustrate each scene of the Bible story. Kids may refer to 
1 Samuel 4–6 in their Bibles.  
 
As kids work, ask the following review questions: 
Why did the Israelites take the ark to the battlefield? (They thought it would give them victory, 1 Sam. 
4:3) 
What happened when the Israelites fought the Philistines again? (The Israelites lost and the 
Philistines took the ark of the covenant, 1 Sam. 4:10-11) 
Where did the Philistines take the ark of God? (to a temple where they worshiped a false god, 1 Sam. 
5:2) 
What happened to the statue of Dagon? (It fell facedown before the ark and broke, 1 Sam. 5:3-4) 
What happened to the Philistines in the cities where the ark was? (They got sick, 1 Sam. 5:9) 
How did the Philistines return the ark to the Israelites? (They put the ark on a cart with gifts, and two 
cows pulled the cart; 1 Sam. 6:10-12) 
 



Say • The Israelites were wrong to take the ark to the battlefield as if it were a good luck charm. When 
the Philistines captured the ark, God showed the Philistines that He is the one true God. Is anything 
or anyone greater than God? No, God is greater than everything and everyone. 
 


