
K-5th Grade  
Gideon 

Parent Devo & Bible Study  
 
Session Title: Gideon 
Bible Passage: Judges 6–8  
Story Point: God showed Gideon that victory comes from Him. 
Key Passage: 1 John 1:9 
Big Picture Question: What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to 
Jesus. 
 

Parent Devotional  
 
Judges 6 starts out in a familiar way: “The Israelites did what was evil in the sight of the Lord.” The                     
period of Judges was not a good time for the Israelites. Their cycle of sin, bondage, deliverance, and                  
peace clearly showed the law alone could not save them from sin.  
 
The Israelites were oppressed by the Midianites, and they cried out to God for help. God chose a                  
man to save them, and his name was Gideon. Gideon was an unlikely leader, and he knew this.                  
Gideon said, “Please, Lord, how can I deliver Israel? Look, my family is the weakest in Manasseh,                 
and I am the youngest in my father’s family” (Judg. 6:15).  
 
God doesn’t need the biggest and the best to accomplish His plan. In fact, He often uses the weakest                   
and least of people to fulfill His plans because that is what gives Him the most glory. God had a plan                     
to empower Gideon in his weakness: “But I will be with you,” He said. (Judg. 6:16)  
 
Gideon and an army of men assembled. God told Gideon he had too many men. God didn’t want the                   
men to think they had the power to defeat the Midianites themselves. When the army was reduced to                  
just 300 men, they prepared for battle. (See Judg. 7:1-7.) The men ran toward the Midianites’ camp,                 
blowing their trumpets and shouting.  
 
God turned the swords of the Midianites against each other. They ran away, but Gideon and his army                  
chased after them and killed them. God was with the Israelites when they went to battle. The                 
Israelites did not win the battle themselves; God fought for them. As you teach kids this week, point                  
out that God used Gideon in the victory. Gideon alone was not enough to save the Israelites. Only                  
God could win the battle. In the same way, we are unable to save ourselves from sin. Jesus came to                    
save us from our sin because He is enough. Only God, through Christ, can save us.  
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Judges 4–5 

The Israelites once again did not obey God, so God allowed them to be ruled by their enemies, the                   
Midianites. The Midianites were cruel to Israel. They took Israel’s food and animals. The Israelites               
remembered how good life was when they loved and obeyed God. They cried out to God, “Save us!”                  
The angel of the Lord came and sat under an oak tree. 

He appeared to a man named Gideon and said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior!” Gideon was                  
afraid. His family was the weakest family in his tribe, and he was the youngest son in the family. But                    
the Lord had chosen Gideon to deliver the Israelites from the power of their enemy. The Lord assured                  
Gideon, “I will be with you.” When the time came to go to battle, Gideon blew a ram’s horn. An army                     
of men gathered behind Gideon, ready to fight.  

Gideon wanted a sign from God. He prayed, “I will put fleece on the ground. If the fleece is wet with                     
dew, but the ground is dry, I will believe that You will deliver Israel as You say.” That is exactly what                     
happened; the fleece was so wet that Gideon squeezed enough water out of it to fill a bowl. But                   
Gideon asked for another sign. This time, the fleece was dry and the ground was wet. God told                  
Gideon that he had too many people with him. Gideon sent home everyone who was afraid to fight.                  
Ten thousand men remained. “That’s still too many,” God said.  

God made a test for the people. All of them were to go to the river to drink the water. Anyone who                      
knelt to drink water was sent home, but whoever lapped the water with his hand to his mouth stayed.                   
Three hundred men remained. That night, Israel’s army carried torches, blew their trumpets, and              
shattered pitchers. They ran toward the camp of Midianites. Gideon and his army chased the               
Midianites, and they ran away. God gave Israel the victory. The Israelites said, “Gideon, you rescued                
us! Now we want you to be our king.” Gideon said. “No, God will rule over you.”  

But after Gideon died, the Israelites once again ignored God and forgot about Him, who had delivered                 
them from the power of their enemies.  

Christ Connection: The Israelites cried out to God because they knew they could not save               
themselves. Even Gideon was not enough to save them; God used Gideon to help His people, but                 
God fought the battle for them. The people needed someone who was mighty to save. Jesus Christ                 
came to save us from sin because we cannot save ourselves. Only God, through Christ, can save us. 
 
 
Memory Verse:  
1 John 1:9 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 


