
Vision Sunday – Fall 2020 
Read: Luke 5:15-16, Hebrews 10:24, Micah 6:8 
 

Introduction: 
2020 has been a year like no other. No one anticipated the impact of              
COVID 19 – sickness, death, economic ruin, isolation, and the struggle           
of managing our kid’s home education while we try to work from home             
ourselves. The social unrest and justice issues have shaken the          
foundations of our society. The political tensions have never been          
higher. I am sad to report, we are seeing churches split over these             
issues. Many Christian friendships have been fractured.  
 
In Ephesians 4, God calls us to make every effort to keep the unity of               
the Spirit through the bonds of peace. Pastor Paul’s sermon helps us to             
pause and get some perspective, so that we can be effective           
ambassadors for Christ. This sermon looks at three areas: our spiritual           
health, our church community, and our neighbors. 
 
It is our prayer that this fall we would experience: 1) More of God in               
silence and solitude; 2) Deepen our community by being cared for and            
caring for someone else, and thus have less isolation; 3) That we grow             
in discernment of biblical justice and reconciliation that is reflected in           
biblical empathy. 
 
Discuss:  
1. As you reflect on the sermon, what stood out to you? 
 
My Spiritual Health 
2. Reread Luke 5:15-16. Jesus often went by himself to pray even when             
things were busy. As Pastor Paul pointed out, so often when tensions            
build the last thing we do is spend time in the Word or prayer. Why do                
you think people neglect time with God during difficult seasons? 
 
3. Jesus practiced silence and solitude. Read through Comer’s 
comparison of solitude and isolation. What thoughts stand out to you? 
Solitude is not isolation.  
• Solitude is engagement; isolation is escape. 
• Solitude is safety; isolation is danger. 

• Solitude is how you open yourself up to God; isolation is painting a 
target on your back for the tempter. 
• Solitude is when you set aside time to feed and water and nourish 
your soul, to let it grow into health and maturity. Isolation is what you 
crave when you neglect the former. 
 
My Church Community 
4. As Pastor Paul discussed, cultivating inner life is vital, but we can’t             
neglect the importance of biblical community and accountability. Why         
do you think community is vital to life? 
 
5. Hebrew 10:24 says, “And let us consider how to stir up one another              
to love and good works...” What does that look like to you? 
 
My Neighbor 
6. Micah 6:8 says: “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what               
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,              
and to walk humbly with your God.” 
   Action: Do justice – What does this look like? 
   Heart: Love kindness – What does a person who loves kindness live  
   like? 
   Posture: Walk humbly with God – How can you walk humbly with  
   God? What would that look like? 
7. Which of these three is most challenging for you and why? 
 
Apply  
1. As a church we are encouraging you to read through the 21-day plan.              
This Bible reading plan will focus on your spiritual health, the church            
community and being a good neighbor. You can find the reading plan            
on the church website: https://redeemersd.org/vision2020 
2. Between now and Thanksgiving, who is one person you can support? 
 
3. Read the article “A Biblical Critique of Secular Justice and Critical            
Theory” by Tim Keller. We will discuss this article on Sunday, October            
25, 2020, 11-12pm. RSVP on the church website. 
 
Read the book “Weep with Me” by Mark Vroegop. Live Book Discussion            
on Sunday, November 12, 2020, 11-12pm. RSVP on the church website. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205%3A15-16&version=ESV
https://redeemersd.org/vision2020

