
Joshua & Caleb 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE:  Numbers 13–14 
STORY POINT: Joshua and Caleb trusted God to give His people the promised land. 
MEMORY VERSE: Proverbs 3:5-6 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, or behave in any way 
that goes against God and His commands. 

 

Parent Devotional  
 
 

Before God rescued His people from slavery in Egypt, He promised to bring the Israelites back to the 
land He had given to Abraham so many years before. (Ex. 3:8) From Egypt, the Israelites crossed the 
Red Sea and traveled toward Mount Sinai. When they were hungry and thirsty, God provided food 
and water. (See Ex. 16–17.) Israel spent one year at Mount Sinai, where Moses received God’s law, 
including the Ten Commandments. 
 
Time and again, the Israelites rebelled against God, Moses interceded, and God pardoned the 
people. When Israel arrived at the edge of the promised land, God instructed Moses to send scouts 
into the land. Moses sent out a leader from each tribe. Twelve men, including Joshua and Caleb, 
traveled through the promised land of Canaan for 40 days. They returned with fruit—grapes, 
pomegranates, and figs—and gave a report on the land. 
 
The scouts described the land’s abundance, as “flowing with milk and honey.” They gave an account 
of the people, various tribes who were physically strong and whose cities were fortified. Caleb’s 
immediate imperative—“Let’s go up now!”—was met with resistance by most of the group. Assessing 
their own strength against the strength of the inhabitants, they concluded that to move forward would 
mean certain defeat. 
 
The Israelites complained: “If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this 
wilderness!” Joshua and Caleb tried to persuade the people of God’s presence and protection, but 
the people would not trust God. So God gave them what they thought was better. He sent them into 
the wilderness to wander for 40 years. They would die there. Only Joshua, Caleb, and the Israelites’ 
children would enter the promised land. 
 
Help the kids you teach contemplate the punishment Israel faced for their failure to trust God and 
their rebellion. Point out that, as sinners, we have all disobeyed God. But Jesus trusted God perfectly 
and took the punishment for our rebellion. When we look to Him for salvation, we have forgiveness 
and the promise of eternal life. 
 
 
 
 

 



1.5-5 YEAR BIBLE STORY + DISCUSSION QUESTIONS + ACTIVITY 
 
WORSHIP  
Watch and sing the song with the kids. Love the Lord | Kids Worship Motions with Lyrics | CJ and Friends:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdMIxCdlY-c 

 
 
Memory Verse:  
Proverbs 3:5-6 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
    and do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge him, 
    and he will make straight your paths. 
 
  
 
BIBLE STORY  

The Big God Story 
Joshua and Caleb 

Numbers 13-14 
 
God’s people had traveled out of Egypt and were almost to the promised land. God told Moses, “Send men to 
go look at the land of Canaan (KAY nuhn).  
I am giving this land to My people.” So Moses sent out one leader from each family tribe. Two of the men who 
went were named Joshua and Caleb. 
Moses told the men, “See what the land is like and what the people who live there are like.” Moses had a lot of 
questions: Is the land good or bad? Are the cities like camps or forts? Is the land good for farming? Are there 
trees in it? Moses told the men, “Have courage!” So the men went and looked at the land.  
They traveled around the land for 40 days. They cut down a bunch of grapes in the valley. The grapes were so 
big the bunch had to be carried on a pole. They brought different kinds of fruit back to Moses, Aaron, and the 
Israelite people. “The land is very nice,” they said, “but the people living in the land are strong.  
The cities they live in are big and protected.” Caleb said, “We must go up and make the land ours! We can do it 
with God’s help!”  
But other men said, “We cannot go up against those people! We looked like grasshoppers compared to them!” 
All of the Israelites started to cry. “Let’s pick a new leader and go back to Egypt!” they said. Joshua and Caleb 
said to the Israelites, “If the Lord is pleased with us, He will give it to us. Don’t be afraid of the people living in 
the land; God is with us!” 
 God spoke to Moses: “How long will these people dislike Me? How long will they not trust Me?” Moses said, 
“Please forgive their sin. I know You are patient, loving, and forgiving.” God said, “Since you have asked, I will 
forgive them. But no one who complained against Me will get to see the promised land.” God said the Israelites 
would wander in the wilderness and would not enter the promised land. Only Joshua, Caleb, and the children 
of Israel would one day enter the land.  
 
Christ Connection: The Israelites turned away from God because they did not trust Him. Jesus always trusted 
God. He took the punishment we deserve for turning away from God. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our 
sin and gives us life with Him forever 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdMIxCdlY-c


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
1. What did the men see in the promised land? (good land, strong people, big and protected 

cities) 
2.  What did Joshua and Caleb want to do because they trusted God? (take the land)  
3. What did the others want to do? (pick a new leader and go back to Egypt)  
4. Who were the only people God would allow to enter the promised land? (Joshua, Caleb, and 

the children)  
5. What does it mean to sin? To sin is to go against God and His commands. 

 
 
CRAFT & HANDS ON ACTIVITIES: 

Play “What Color Is the Fruit?”  
Place several sheets each of red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple construction paper on the 
floor in a large space. Call out the name of a fruit, and suggest children move to the paper that 
represents the fruit’s color. Continue calling out fruits as boys and girls move.  
SAY • The Bible says the men brought many kinds of fruit back to Moses, and the bunch of grapes 
they brought was so big they had to carry it on a pole. Joshua and Caleb trusted God and were ready 
to move into the land, but the rest were not. Jesus always trusted God. He took the punishment we 
deserve for turning away from God. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and gives us life 
with Him forever 
 
Clothespin Grasshoppers  
Supplies: 
•wooden spring-type clothespins, 1 per child  
•green markers 
•green chenille stems  
•scissors (adult use) 
•googly eyes  
•glue or double-sided tape  
•markers  
• index cards  
•green paper (optional)  
 
Instructions:  
Guide children to color wooden spring-type clothespins with green markers. Cut green chenille stems into 
6-inch segments. Thread chenille stems mid-way through the springs and bend to form grasshopper’s back 
legs. Add additional legs if desired. Draw eyes, or attach googly eyes with double-sided tape or glue. Print the 
key passage on index cards or green paper cut into leaf shapes. Older children may choose to copy the verse. 
Read the verse, and clip the card into the grasshopper’s mouth.  
 
SAY • When the Israelites thought about going up against the people living in the land, they were afraid. They 
said they looked like grasshoppers compared to them. They chose to disobey God and not move into the land. 
What does it mean to sin? To sin is to go against God and His commands. Jesus took the punishment we 
deserve for our sin. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and gives us life with Him forever. 


