
Rules for Sacrifice 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus 
STORY POINT: God is holy and requires a sacrifice for sin. 
MEMORY VERSE: Exodus 15:2 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is worship? Worship is celebrating the greatness of God. 

 

 

Parent Devotional  
 
 

The tabernacle was complete. God now had a place where His glory could dwell without causing the 
Israelites to fear death. God had given His people laws from the mountain, and He gave them more 
rules for living and worshiping Him in the tabernacle. These rules are recorded in the Book of 
Leviticus. The reasoning behind Leviticus can be found in Leviticus 19:2: “Be holy because I, the 
LORD your God, am holy.” 
 
In Leviticus 17:11, God set apart the blood of a creature as the means for making atonement. This 
answers the question, “Why did Jesus have to die?” God’s requirement for the forgiveness of sins 
was the shedding of blood: “According to the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without 
the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” (Heb. 9:22). 
 
It is important to note a New Testament revelation about the sin offering. Hebrews 10:4 says, “It is 
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” Then why did God require people to 
make sacrifices? The institution of a sacrifice was to point to something greater—the ultimate 
sacrifice God would make by sending His own Son, Jesus Christ, to pay for the sins of the world once 
and for all. (See Eph. 1:7; Rom 5:9.) 
 
The Book of Leviticus contains many rules for the Israelite people, but we do not obey all the rules in 
Leviticus today because we trust Jesus, who obeyed the law perfectly for us. 
 
Few—if any!—of the kids you teach will be familiar with the Book of Leviticus. Use this session as an 
opportunity to emphasize God’s holiness and His requirement of a blood sacrifice for the forgiveness 
of sins. Lead them to treasure Jesus as the perfect and final sacrifice “who takes away the sin of the 
world!” (John 1:29). 
 

 
 

Bible Storytelling Tips -  
 
Highlight new concepts: As you tell the story, write a list of the different terms mentioned. Review 
them after the story. Examples: burnt offerings (praise), sin offering (to say sorry), Day of Atonement 
(making right was has been wrong), scapegoat (picture of the people’s sin being removed). 
 
Pause for effect: Use pauses and silence between paragraphs to capture kids’ attention. 
 



KINDERGARTEN - 5TH GRADE BIBLE STORY 

Rules for Sacrifice - Leviticus 

When Moses was with God on Mount Sinai, God gave him many laws. These laws showed the 
people what it looks like to live a holy life. God is holy and cannot be around sin, but the Israelites 
could not keep God’s laws perfectly. So God met with Moses in the tabernacle. He gave the people 
rules about how to live, how to worship God, and what to do when they sinned. 

First, God gave rules about offerings. Offerings are gifts people give to God, such as money or 
jewelry. Sometimes offerings included animals. People could also give grain and bread as offerings. 
Different types of offerings were needed at different times. When people wanted to praise God, they 
gave burnt offerings. When they wanted to say they were sorry for sin, they gave a sin offering. 

God also gave rules about the priests. Priests made the sacrifices that God commanded. The priests 
took care of the tabernacle, and they taught the people God’s rules for living holy lives. Aaron and his 
sons served as the priests. God gave them rules about how to offer sacrifices. 

God told Moses about a special day that would happen once a year. It was called the Day of 
Atonement. Atonement means making right what has been wrong. The people needed to atone for 
their sin to make their relationship with God right again. 

On the Day of Atonement, the high priest went into the most holy place, a very special room in the 
tabernacle, to offer sacrifices for the sins of his family and for all the people. He killed one goat as a 
sin offering. The high priest laid his hands on a second goat’s head to transfer the sins of the people 
to the goat. This goat was the scapegoat. Then the goat was led away into the wilderness as a 
picture of the people’s sins being removed. 

God said, “On that day your sin will be paid for. You will be made pure and clean. You will be clean 
from all of your sins in My sight.” 

God also gave the Israelites rules about how they should live. He said, “Be holy because I, the LORD 
your God, am holy.” God told the people what it is to be holy. God said, “Do not tell lies. Do not cheat. 
Love your neighbor as you love yourself. Obey My rules.” 

  

Christ Connection: The sacrifices God required of His people were a hint of what God was 
going to do to forgive sinners. We no longer need to offer sacrifices because we trust in 
Jesus. Jesus offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice that takes away our sin once and for all.  

 
Memory Verse: Exodus 15:2  
The Lord is my strength and my defense; 
    he has become my salvation. 
He is my God, and I will praise him, 
    my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 

 
 
 
 



K-5th DISCUSSION 
 
Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to Leviticus 1–5. Encourage them to look 
through the headings and identify how many different types of offerings are listed. (burnt offering, 
grain offering, fellowship offering, sin offering, guilt offering) 
 
Say • In additional to specific offerings, God gave specific times for feasts and other sacred days in 
the books of Exodus and Leviticus. Many of those days required the people to rest. God wanted them 
to recognize that He would provide for them as long as they worshiped Him. He required the Israelites 
to rest and remember all that He had already done for them. 
 
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss: 
1. Why did God require animals to be sacrificed? Help kids recognize that sacrifice goes all the way 
back to the first sin of Adam and Eve. When God made clothes to cover them (and their sin), He used 
animal skins. Animals were sacrificed to cover sin. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read Heb. 9:22.)  
2. Sacrifices helped the people remember their sin and that God is holy. Why was that not enough? 
Help kids recognize the sacrifices didn’t completely take away the sin problem. People had to offer 
them again and again. It was never enough. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read Heb. 10:4.)  
 3. Why do we not need to offer animal sacrifices today? Help kids recognize that Jesus was the 
perfect sacrifice, once and for all. He took our punishment on the cross, and we have forgiveness 
through His blood. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read Heb. 10:10.) 
Say • God knew all the sins we would ever commit, and sent Jesus to take care of all of them. 
Romans 5:8 says, “God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.” 
 
 
 
Journal and prayer  
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think about and answer the questions listed on the 
page: 
What does this story teach me about God or the gospel? 
What does the story teach me about myself? 
Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good? 
Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God? 
How does this story help me to live on mission better? 
 
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, thanking God for providing the way for our 
salvation. Confess that we do not always trust Him, especially when it seems like there is no way 
forward. Pray that boys and girls would follow Him in faith and that He would receive glory. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



ACTIVITIES AND CRAFTS 
 
Option 1: Willing to sacrifice 
Say • Most things of value are not earned without some sort of sacrifice. Let’s take a quick survey 
and see what you would be willing to sacrifice to get what you want. 
 
Ask kids if they would be willing to sacrifice … 
watching TV for practicing to be the best player on the team? 
eating sweets to be a faster runner? 
hanging with your friends to study and make a good grade on a test? 
sleeping in to do chores and earn money for something you wanted to buy? 
 
Say • It’s not always easy to make a sacrifice. It often takes hard work, dedication, and can be a 
difficult decision to make. In today’s lesson, we’re going to learn about some of the sacrifices the 
Israelites made so they could worship God as a holy God. 
 
Option 2: Who’s to blame? 
Select one volunteer to be blindfolded in the middle of the room. The other kids should form a circle 
around the volunteer. When you say go, kids will walk around the volunteer. Silently point to one kid 
to tap the shoulder of the volunteer. When that kid returns to the circle, say “stop.” The volunteer 
should remove the blindfold and try to guess who tapped her shoulder. After three guesses, reveal 
the correct person. Then select a new volunteer. 
 
Say • In this game, some of you were blamed for something you didn’t do. When someone gets 
blamed or punished for someone else’s actions, that person is sometimes called a scapegoat. Today 
we’ll learn where that term came from and why it’s important. 
 
Option 3: Which rules are true? 
Say • God gave the Israelites rules to help them live holy lives. Some of those rules seem strange to 
us today. We’re going to take a closer look. 

Form groups and assign one of the following passages to each group: Leviticus 7:22-27; Leviticus 
19:23-27; Leviticus 24:1-9; Leviticus 25:1-7. Each group should write down two true rules from their 
passage and two made-up rules. When they read their rules, the class must identify which rules were 
true. 

 Say • Why don’t we obey all of the rules in Leviticus today? We do not obey all the rules in Leviticus 
because we trust Jesus, who obeyed the law perfectly for us and offered Himself as the final sacrifice. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me 

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel means “good news.” It is the 
message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with 
kids. 

 God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, and He is in charge of everything. 
Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and 
explain what these verses mean. 

 We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 
3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23) 

 God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect 
solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could 
never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9. 

 Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. 
Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift 
ever! Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18. 

 We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of 
our response: Believe in your heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus. 

 


