
THE RESURRECTION 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18 
STORY POINT: Jesus died on the cross to save people from sin, and He is alive. 
MEMORY VERSE: Isaiah 53:5 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was it necessary for Christ, the Redeemer, to die? Christ died willingly in our 
place to deliver us from the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to God.  
 
 

PARENT DEVOTIONAL 

God’s law for the people was plain. Read Deuteronomy 6:5. But God’s people, and all people, have broken the 
law. We have loved other things more than we love God. That is sin. 

 Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth was to save us from our sin. (Matt. 1:21) Why did Jesus have to die? Why 
couldn’t He just say, “You are forgiven”? God is just and requires due payment for sin. To simply forgive sin 
without requiring a payment would be unjust. According to God’s Word, the payment of sin is death. (Rom. 
6:23) But not only is God just, He is also loving. That is why Jesus was willing to die in our place. 

 Jesus came to live and die to show God’s love to us (Rom. 5:7-8) so that whoever believes in Him might not 
perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Jesus came to die so that we would be forgiven. (Eph. 1:7) Jesus 
came to die to bring us to God. (1 Pet. 3:18) 

 Jesus died on the cross to satisfy the wrath of God toward sin. Jesus’ resurrection proved that God was 
satisfied with Jesus’ sacrifice, and forgiveness and life are found in Him. (See 1 Cor. 15:17.) If Jesus had died 
but not been raised up, He would have been like military leaders who died without a throne. (Acts 5:33-37) But 
Jesus conquered death, just as He said He would. (John 2:19-21) 

 Jesus’ resurrection gives us hope for our resurrection. (Rom. 6:5) Romans 8:11 says that the same Spirit that 
raised Jesus from the dead will raise our bodies to life. 

 Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are not the end of the story, but the center of it. Everything that was written 
about Jesus in the Old Testament and spoken by the prophets was coming true. As you teach kids this Bible 
story, emphasize the gospel: the good news of who Jesus is and what He has done. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.5-5 YEAR BIBLE STORY + DISCUSSION QUESTIONS + ACTIVITY 
 
WORSHIP  

We have been singing this song in Sunday School and focusing on memorizing John 3:16 together.  
 “John 3:16” song and video by The Rizers. Watch and sing the song with the kids. There are no 

hand motions. Clap, wave and dance with your family. (This is the correct link, the wrong link was up 
last week, sorry about that!) 

 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2iHNzNJkJw) 
 

BIBLE VERSE  
Let’s read this special bible verse and continue to memorize it! This verse tells us how much God loves 
us and what Jesus has done for us! Let's read it together and then we will continue to learn about 
about the life of Jesus 
John 3:16: 
“For God so Loved the World that he gave his only son 
that we shall not perish but have everlasting life.” 

 
BIBLE STORY  

The Resurrection 
 

It's here! The day we have been waiting for! Easter!! Can you believe it?  We have been learning so 
much about Jesus and all the events that happened to him right before he died including, Mary 
washing his feet, Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, the last supper - where Jesus ate passover 
with his friends - , Jesus praying in the garden and then Jesus dying on the cross. Oh, but it doesn't 
end there! The best part is yet to come!!!  

 
Read pages from the Jesus Storybook Bible pgs 310-317 OR if you dont have that Bible at home you 
can read below.  
 
Jesus' Friends were sad. They would never see their best friend again. How could this happen? Wasn't Jesus 
the rescuer? The King God had promised? It wasn’t supposed to end like this.  
Yes, But whoever said anything about the end? Just before sunrise, on the third day, God sent an earthquake - 
and an angel from heaven. When the guards saw the angel, they fell down with fright. The angel rolled the 
huge stone away, sat on top if it, and waited,  
At the first glimmer of dawn, Mary Magdalene and other women headed to the tomb to wash Jesus’ body. The 
early morning sun slanted through the ancient olive trees, drops of dew glittering on leaves and grasses - little 
tears everywhere. The friends walked quietly along the hilly path, through the olive groves, until they reached 
the tomb. And immediately noticed something odd - it was wide open. They peered through the opening into 
the dark tomb. But wait. Jesus’ body was gone!  
And something else; a shining man was there, with clothes made from lightning.  
“Don't be scared,” the angel said.  
But (they couldn’t help it) they screamed anyway.  
The angel asked them, “What are you doing here? This is a tomb and tombs are for dead people.”  
The women couldn’t speak.  
“Jesus isn't dead anymore!” he said. “He’s alive again!” 
And their hearts leapt. And then the angel laughed with such gladness that they had woken from a nightmare. 
The other woman rushed home, But Mary stayed behind. How could it be true? Jesus was definitely dead - 
how could he be alive? Just then Mary heard someone else in the garden. Perhaps it's the gardener, she 
thought. He’ll know where Jesus’ body is.  
“I don't know where Jesus is!” Mary said urgently . “I can't find him.” 
But it was all right. Jesus knew where she was. And he found her,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2iHNzNJkJw


“Mary!”  
Only one person said her name like that. She could hear her heart thumping. She turned around. She could 
just make out a figure. She shaved her eyes to see… and thought she was dreaming,  
But she wasn't dreaming. She was seeing.  
“Jesus!” 
Mary fell to the ground. Sudden tears filled her eyes and great sobs shook her whole body, and all she wanted 
in that moment was to cling to Jesus and never let him go.  
“You'll be able to hold onto me later, Mary,” Jesus said gently, “and always be close to me. But now, go and tell 
the others that I’m alive!” 
Mary ran and ran all the way to the city. She had never run so fast or so far in all her life. She felt she could 
have run forever. She didn't even feel like her feet touched the ground. The sun seemed to be dancing and 
gleaming and bounding across the sky, racing with her and shining brighter than she could ever remember in 
the clear , fresh air.  
And it seemed to her that morning, as she ran, almost as if the whole world had been made anew, almost as if 
the whole world was singing for joy - the trees, tiny sounds in the grass, the birds… her heart. Was God really 
making everything sad come untrue? 
She couldn't wait to tell Jesus’ friends. “They won't believe it!” she laughed.  
She was right, of course.  
 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
Ask the following questions and discuss: 

● Who rolled away the stone in front of Jesus’ tomb? (an angel of the Lord, Matt. 28:2) 
● What would it have been like to be one of the women who found the empty tomb? 
● What do you think it was like for the disciples to learn that Jesus was alive? 
● What can we say Jesus is like from this passage? How does he act? 
● Is there anything that surprises you about this passage? 
● Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us from sin. 

Say: The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus is the center of the gospel. We deserve to die because of our 
sin, but Jesus died in our place. We are forgiven only through Jesus. (Acts 4:12) Jesus died on the cross to 
save people from sin, and He is alive. 
 

CRAFT 

He is Risen!   

The craft is provided on the website and in the packet that was mailed to you. Enjoy!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


