
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS LOVE 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
STORY POINT: God has shown us perfect love through the life and death of Jesus and we will be 
able to show love as our lives bear fruit by the Holy Spirit.  
MEMORY VERSE: Galatians 5:22-23 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Fruit of the Spirit? The Fruit of the Spirit is what we can 
expect to see in our lives when we are guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 

PARENT DEVOTIONAL 

 
Each tree is recognized by its own fruit” (Luke 6:44). 
 
Fortunately, we don’t have to guess what the fruit of a Christian’s life is to be, since Galatians 5:22-25 tells us. 
When God and others look at our trees—our lives—they should see nothing but “love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” 
 
Model for your kids what it looks like to live by the Spirit, showing and sharing with them the fruit of your life. 
Much of Paul’s discussion in the book of Galatians focuses on opposites. He looks at the differences between 
the gospel of Christ and false gospels, faith and observance of the law, promise and law, freedom and slavery. 
One pair of opposites that he looks at in detail is living by the flesh (following human desires) and living in the 
Spirit (following God’s desires). The decision of which way to live makes an impact on all aspects of life. Paul is 
clear about the results of each way. People who choose to follow the flesh can expect their lives to hold the 
things that way of life produces. Ultimately, that choice means eternal separation from God. 
 
On the other hand, the choice to follow the Spirit produces very different results for this life and for eternity. The 
fruit of the Spirit includes different attitudes and actions that become more and more evident in our lives as we 
follow God’s way. They grow in our lives just as fruit grows on a tree that is properly cared for. 
 
These characteristics of Christians are quite varied. They include such all-encompassing ideas as love, joy, 
and peace. They deal with our behavior toward others: forbearance, kindness, and gentleness (power under 
control). And they describe our inner values of goodness, faithfulness, and self-control. 
 
These characteristics identify us with Christ. Paul uses an interesting image when he stresses our need to live 
by the Spirit. Anyone who has watched a marching band knows how obvious it is if one person is out of step 
with the others. In the same way, if we are not living the way that the Spirit directs us, that fact will be 
immediately noticed, and the results can be disastrous. 
 
This week our focus is on the first Fruit of the Spirit, love. Christ is our perfect example of love and we can see 
that clearly in the crucifixion. For this lesson, you can start by briefly explaining different relationships in which 
people love others. Talk about the parent to child, child to parent, siblings, relatives (grandparents, cousins, 
etc.), and friends. Have the children share briefly what they love about their parents and/or siblings. 
 
 

 

 

 



KINDERGARTEN - 5TH GRADE BIBLE STORY 
The Fruit of the Spirit is LOVE  

 
We are going to start learning about the fruits of the spirit! When we trust Jesus and live with him he helps us 
be these things: loving, kind, joyful, patient, gentle, peaceful, good, faithfulness, and have self control. When 
we say fruits, we aren't talking about the fruit we eat, we are talking about the characteristics we have.  

Today we are learning about the first fruit which is, Love! God created us to love Him and love others. Jesus 
was the greatest example of love.  

Jesus told us in Mark 12:30-31 that the most important commandment is to love God and to love others. 

The Bible tells us that love is from God and that God is love.  The neat thing about God's love is that it's not a 
feeling to him, he can't fall out of love with us.  He loves us even when we're not loveable and when we're 
grumpy or doing bad things.  He loves all of us no matter what.  

 So what does love look like? 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 talks about what love looks like. Love is  

● Patient  

● Kind 

● Does not envy 

● Does not boast 

● Is not proud 

● Does not dishonor others 

● Is not self seeking (or selfish) 

● Is not easily angered 

● Does not keep a record of wrongs 

● Does not delight in evil 

● Rejoices with the truth 

● Always protects 

● Always trusts  

● Always hopes 

● Always perseveres  

 

We can see that this love is very different from the mushy kissy stuff we see on TV or even in the world around 
us. Jesus is our perfect example of how to love God and love others. In fact, you can replace the word “love” 
with “Jesus” and it would be accurate! Jesus is patient, Jesus is kind, Jesus does not envy, and so on. And he 
showed us his love so clearly in his crucifixion. He died for us while we were still living for ourselves out of love 
and obedience to God and out of love for us. The Bible says in Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

The tricky part is loving others like God loves us. This doesn't have to be mushy love, just see people as God 
would see them.  Pretend for a day that you have special glasses on and that everyone you see you love just 
because God loves them. 

I'm sure you'll run into somebody you don't think deserves your love or you just don't want to love at all, but 



God loves them and if we love God we are supposed to love them too. 

Who exactly are we supposed to love?  

*Love God 

*Love yourself 

*Love your family 

*Love your friends 

*Love your neighbors 

*Love your enemies 

What are some ways that we can love God?  It's not as hard as you think.   How do you show others you love 
them?  We talk to them, try to get to know them better, listen to them, and sometimes we do things for them. 
We can do all these things for God.  We might not be able to touch Him but we can pray to God, read the Bible 
and learn about him, obey Him and do the things he asks us to do. 

We are also supposed to love ourselves.  This doesn't mean that we should think we're better than everybody 
else.  We get this from a Bible verse that says do for others as you would want them to do for you.  This means 
we should take care of ourselves.  Things like looking before we cross the street,  eating our vegetables, and 
getting a good sleep at night are ways we can do that. Remember that if you're a Christian the Spirit of God 
lives inside us and he wants us to treat ourselves with respect. 

We are supposed to love our family. Even though we get mad at our parents sometimes because they don't let 
us do something, we still love them.  Just remember that you are part of a family and nothing will ever change 
that.  You should always be able to depend on each other and they'll be the ones to tell you the truth before 
anyone else. 

Loving our friends should be easy because we pick the people we want to be friends with.  The thing is, 
sometimes when we disagree with our friends we think we don't have to be their friend anymore, but God's 
love would ask us to forgive them and try to work things out. 

Do you know who your neighbors are?  Neighbors aren't just the people who live next to you but are everyone 
you might run into.  I don't want to encourage you to run up to strangers but think about helping others with 
love.  By helping an elderly lady who needs help with her groceries, returning a wallet found on the street, or 
even praying for people that are in trouble are just a few ways to love a neighbor. 

I hope you don't have any enemies but there will always be someone that you don't get along with or believes 
the opposite of what you believe.  There are many, many people that don't believe in God and that purposely 
do things that hurt him and God still loves them.  Loving people that bully us or our friends seems impossible, 
but it's not with God's help.  By asking for God's help we will be able to love our enemies easier when we just 
can't do it on our own. 

Learning to love like God takes a long time and takes God's help. That is why it is one of the Fruit of the Spirit. 
You need the Holy Spirit to show this kind of love.  
Related Memory Verse: Love others as I have loved you. (John 15:12) 
 
Christ Connection: Jesus is the perfect example of love in that while we were still sinners, he died for 
us. We are called to love God and love others.  
 
Memory Verse: Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” 

 
 



K-5th DISCUSSION: 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
STORY POINT: God has shown us perfect love through the life and death of Jesus and we will be 
able to show love as our lives bear fruit by the Holy Spirit.  
MEMORY VERSE: Galatians 5:22-23 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Fruit of the Spirit? The Fruit of the Spirit is what we can 
expect to see in our lives when we are guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
Ask the following questions and discuss: 

1. What is the most important commandment? To love God and love others.  
2. How did Jesus show us love? (Died on the cross for us so we can spend forever with him) 
3. How can we show love to God?  
4. How can we show love to those around us?  
5. What does it mean to show love to ourselves in a Godly way?  

 
Additional Discussion Questions: 

● What does this story teach me about God or the gospel? 
● What does this story teach me about myself? 
● Are there any commands in this story to obey? 
● How are they for God’s glory and my good? 
● Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
● How do they help me trust and love God? 
● How does this story help me to live on mission better? 

 
Activity Idea 
Select volunteers to take turns demonstrating the lessons about love. Have a child stand up and give them one 
characteristic of love. Ask them to think of ways that they can show this kind of love to others, such as sharing 
their favorite toy with a sibling or friend that would be hard for them to share. Explain any characteristics they 
might not understand. Select older children for more difficult characteristics such as “love does not act 
unbecomingly.” At this time it would be good to reinforce the Lord’s love for each of us this way, and how He 
enables us to love with His kind of love. 
 
Craft - Love is… taken from https://www.daniellesplace.com/html/bible-lessons-crafts-activities-love.html 
Supplies:  

- 7 craft sticks 
- Tape 
- Markers (permanent work best) 

Steps:  
1. Fix the craft sticks so they make a canvas following the instructions in the video. How to make the 

canvas: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wF3AdNdPwMg&feature=emb_err_watch_on_yt 
2. Write “Love is” in the center and then write down the different characteristics of love seen in 1 

Corinthains 13:1-13  

 

https://www.daniellesplace.com/html/bible-lessons-crafts-activities-love.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wF3AdNdPwMg&feature=emb_err_watch_on_yt

