
When Hospitality Seems Halted
BY BETH MCLAUGHLIN

If you know me, you know that people are my passion.
Everything comes back to hospitality and relationships for
me. My beloved father was a youth pastor and ran a
summer camp, which means that from an early age, I
grew to love inviting people into my life. As an extrovert,
I love hosting people, spending time with neighbors and
friends, offering music lessons, enjoying meals… basically
anything with people!
 
All that to say, COVID-19 interrupted my normal rhythms
of joy and entertaining. Suddenly, I found myself cut off
from the very thing that most brings me life outside of
Jesus and my family… other people!
 
At first, I was thrown and discouraged, as all my normal
outlets seemed to be cut off. Everything felt so abrupt,
and everyone felt so far away. While I was enjoying extra
time with my boys, I felt like a part of my self was
shriveling quickly.
 
Then the Lord was gracious to allow me to slowly
acclimate to this new reality. While the regular rhythms
of meeting with people and reaching out to others
seemed closed, He began to allow me to think of other
creative ways to meet the needs of people!
 
Months before the shelter in place began, God had put a
few elderly neighbors on my heart. I found ways to visit
them and interact with them weekly but became
disheartened that the thing I wanted to do to love them
became the very thing I needed to stop doing out of love
for them. So I became a phone talker. I would say texting
is the way I communicate most - but to connect with
these ladies I started to call them every few days to check
in and see if there was anything they needed and just let
them know I was thinking about them. I, along with some
wonderful neighbor friends, brought music to their
driveways and hopefully some joy and peace into a scary
time. Now I look forward to our conversations, and I see
the ways we’ve been able to go deeper in our friendship
because of the distance between us. That sounds so odd!!

It’s not that I don’t miss face-to-face meetings. You can
bet that when the shelter-in-place order is lifted, our
family will be back surfing, having people over for
dinner and hosting high school band practices in our
garage (sorry neighbors!!) However, in the meanwhile, I
am learning to ask the Lord what He might have for me
in this season.
 
Think about the needs of the people God has placed in
your life (physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual).
Think about the passions and talents God has given you.
Pray for God to give you fresh thoughts about how to
connect the two!
 
God has not made you accidentally. He carefully knit
you together and wired you well (see Psalm 139:13-16).
 
The network of relationships God has woven you into is
also not accidental. He has skillfully, carefully,
thoughtfully placed you where you are!
 
Likewise, this strange season of COVID does not escape
God’s plan or notice. He has good works for us to walk
into during this season.
 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God has prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10.
 
In short, God has prepared your passions, the people
around you, and your purposes for this season. Strange
as it may seem, He has good works to do that would not
happen otherwise! Hospitality has not halted; it has
changed forms!
 
 
Beth is wife to Mark, mother to a brood of young men,
and worship leader/hostess with the mostest. She is an
active part of nearly every ministry at Redeemer and a
blessing to the redeemer family!
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