
THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE AND TRIALS 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36-27:2 
STORY POINT: Jesus was betrayed and arrested 
MEMORY VERSE: Isaiah 53:5 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was it necessary for Christ, the Redeemer, to die? Christ died 
willingly in our place to deliver us from the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to God.  
 
 

PARENT DEVOTIONAL 

The Pharisees and other Jews in Jerusalem did not like Jesus. He didn’t play by their rules (Matt. 
12:1-14), He claimed to be God (John 8:58-59; 10:22-33), and He extended salvation beyond the 
Jewish people (Luke 4:29). So they plotted several times how they might kill Him. 
 
The events leading up to His death did not surprise Jesus. Each step was part of God’s established 
plan. (See Is. 53:10; Acts 2:23.) But knowing God’s plan didn’t lessen Jesus’ suffering as He was 
betrayed by His friends, arrested, falsely accused, and beaten. As you teach kids about the arrest of 
Jesus, help them understand the gravity of the events. 
 
First, Jesus wanted to do God’s plan. Jesus came to earth to rescue people from sin. He was 
committed to doing the Father’s will. (Matt. 26:39,42) When Judas showed up with a crowd, Jesus 
didn’t run. He didn’t even allow Peter to stand in His defense. (Matt. 26:52) Jesus willingly gave 
Himself up for us because He loves us. (Eph. 5:2) 
 
Second, Jesus was betrayed and arrested even though He did nothing wrong. The Jews tried to find 
a legitimate reason to kill Jesus, but they couldn’t find one. (Matt. 26:59-60) Jesus did what we failed 
to do; He perfectly obeyed the law. His arrest was not just. The trial was not fair. But this had to 
happen. Only a sinless, perfect sacrifice could take away sin. (Heb. 9:11-14) 
 
Finally, Jesus is who He says He is. After Jesus’ arrest, the high priest asked Jesus if He was the 
Son of God. Jesus affirmed that He is. (Matt. 26:64) The high priest accused Him of blasphemy 
(speaking against God), but Jesus always told the truth. 
 
Jesus felt the pain of betrayal and the agony of His imminent suffering and death. He came to do His 
Father’s plan no matter what in order to bring salvation to the world. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KINDERGARTEN - 5TH GRADE BIBLE STORY 
The Garden of Gethsemane and Trials -  Matthew 26:36-27:2.  

 
Our lesson today talks about how Jesus was arrested and put on trial. He had the power to put an end to it all 
so many times but he chose to be obedient to God and to show meekness. What is meekness? [Allow time for 
response]. Meekness displays humility in having the right or the power to do something, but refraining, for the 
benefit of others.  
 
Jesus came with His disciples to a place called Gethsemane (geth SEM uh nih). He said to them, “Sit here 
while I go over there and pray.” Jesus became very sad and troubled. Jesus went a little farther. He fell face 
down and prayed, “Father! If it is possible, spare Me from this. But I want to do Your plan.” 
Jesus came back and found the disciples asleep. He asked Peter, “Couldn’t you stay awake with Me for one 
hour?” Jesus went away and prayed. Then He found His disciples sleeping again. He said, “Are you still 
asleep? Get up, for it is almost time. Someone is going to betray Me.” 
 
Suddenly Judas arrived. A large crowd carrying swords and clubs was with him. Judas kissed Jesus so the 
crowd would know who Jesus was. The men grabbed Jesus and arrested Him. Peter pulled out his sword and 
tried to fight the men, but Jesus told Peter to put away his sword. Jesus said, “Isn’t this what God planned all 
along?” Jesus’ followers ran away, but Peter stayed nearby to watch. 
The men who arrested Jesus led Him to the house of Caiaphas the high priest. The religious leaders were 
trying to find a reason to kill Jesus, but they could not. The high priest asked, “Do You have anything to say? 
Are You the Messiah, the Son of God?” 
Jesus replied, “Yes, that’s right.” 
The high priest said, “Ah ha! He has spoken against God.” Caiaphas and the religious leaders did not want to 
believe that Jesus is God’s Son. They said Jesus was lying, but Jesus was telling the truth! The crowd said, 
“He deserves to die!” They spit in Jesus’ face and hit Him. 
A servant saw Peter and asked, “Aren’t you one of Jesus’ disciples?” “No, I’m not!” Peter said. Twice more as 
Peter watched what was happening to Jesus, someone asked him if he was a follower of Jesus. Peter said no. 
The next morning, the religious leaders decided how they would kill Jesus. Then they took Him to Pilate, the 
governor. 
 
Jesus knew that God’s plan was for Him to be the Savior of the world, and that meant He would die on the 
cross. Jesus could have said, “No, I won’t do it,” but that’s not what He said. He prayed and said, “If there is 
any other way, spare Me from this. But I want to do Your plan.” This was the only way. Sinners cannot save 
themselves.  
Why can’t sinners save themselves? [Allow time for response] Sin separates people from God because God is 
holy. The Bible says that when we sin, we deserve to die. God would be right to punish us in this way. But God 
loves us and sent His Son, Jesus to be the Savior of the world. 
Jesus never sinned. The religious leaders tried to find a reason to kill Jesus, but He had done nothing wrong. 
Jesus came to save us by being our substitute. He took our place by living the perfect life we cannot live and 
dying the guilty death we do not want to die. When Jesus was arrested, He was treated like a criminal. Jesus is 
not a criminal; He is the Messiah—the One whom God promised to send. 
 
Christ Connection:  
Jesus was betrayed and arrested. What happened to Jesus was not fair. He did not deserve to be 
betrayed by His friends. He did not deserve to be arrested and killed, treated like a criminal. 
But Jesus was willing to suffer and die so that we could be forgiven and have eternal life—life forever 
with God! This is grace, favor we do not deserve. 
 
Memory Verse:  Isaiah 53:5 “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.” 

 
 



K-2 DISCUSSION: 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36-27:2 
STORY POINT: Jesus was betrayed and arrested 
MEMORY VERSE: Isaiah 53:5 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was it necessary for Christ, the Redeemer, to die? Christ died 
willingly in our place to deliver us from the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to God.  
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss: 

● Where did Jesus go with His disciples to pray: A. Golgotha, B. Jerusalem, C. Gethsemane, or 
D. Gehenna? (C. Gethsemane; Matt. 26:36) 

● What did Jesus pray for God to do: A. to keep Him from having to die on the cross, B. to help 
Him find a good lawyer, C. to give Him everything He wanted, or D. to help Him fight off the 
guards coming to arrest Him? (A. to keep Him from having to die on a cross; Matt. 26:39,42) 

● Which disciple betrayed Jesus with a kiss: A. Judas, B. Peter, C. Matthew, or D. Stephen? (A. 
Judas; Matt. 26:47-49) 

● Who was the high priest that Jesus was brought before: A. Cornelius, B. Co-worker, C. 
Coriolanus, or D. Caiaphas? (D. Caiaphas; Matt. 26:57) 

● What had Jesus done wrong, according to Caiaphas? A. Jesus threatened to destroy the 
temple; B. Jesus was a thief; C. Jesus said He is the Messiah, the Son of God; or D. Jesus 
was crazy? (C. Jesus said He is the Messiah, the Son of God; Matt. 26:63-66)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OBJECT LESSON AVAILABLE ON THE LAST PAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3RD-5TH GRADE DISCUSSION 

 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36-27:2 
STORY POINT: Jesus was betrayed and arrested 
MEMORY VERSE: Isaiah 53:5 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was it necessary for Christ, the Redeemer, to die? Christ died 
willingly in our place to deliver us from the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to God.  
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss.  

Encourage kids to find Matthew 26:36–27:2. Lead them to refer to the passage as you read the 
following true/false statements. If a statement is true, kids should say, “Yes, that’s right!” If it is false, 
they should remain silent. 

● Jesus came with His disciples to a place called Gethsemane. (true, Matt. 26:36) 
● Jesus’ disciples stayed awake while Jesus prayed. (False, they fell asleep; Matt. 26:40-45) 
● Peter kissed Jesus so the crowd would know who Jesus was. (False, Judas kissed Jesus; 

Matt. 26:47-49) 
● Jesus was arrested and taken to the high priest. (true, Matt. 26:57) 
● Peter denied knowing Jesus three times. (true, Matt. 26:70-75) 

Now guide kids to discuss these questions: 
● Why do you think Jesus was willing to follow God’s plan? 
● If someone were to ask you why you believe in Jesus, what would you say? 

Say: Jesus’ closest friends deserted Him when He was arrested. We might like to think we would be 
more loyal to Jesus, but we are just like the disciples. We are sinners too, and that is why Jesus did 
not fight the people who arrested Him. Jesus never sinned, but He was willing to do God’s plan in 
order to rescue sinners like you and me. 
 
Additional Discussion Questions: 

● What does this story teach me about God or the gospel? 
● What does this story teach me about myself? 
● Are there any commands in this story to obey? 
● How are they for God’s glory and my good? 
● Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
● How do they help me trust and love God? 
● How does this story help me to live on mission better? 
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ALL GRADES PRAYER HAND ACTIVITY  
 
Help your child trace their hands and then cut them out. Print out the “Prayer Hand Print Out” (next 
page) or write them out. Cut out each point (4 total). Use a single hole punch to put a hole at the 
bottom corner of each hand and then a hole in each of the prayer cards. You can string them together 
using pipe cleaner or string. As you assemble them together, talk through each of the cards and how 
this is how they can pray every time they talk to God. Encourage them to decorate their prayer hands 
and think about who they can pray for. This is a great tool to help kids go deeper in their prayers! 
 
How to use the Cards:  

● Start out on your thumb, saying “I Pray” 
● So when the first one comes up, they will point to their pointer finger and say “Adore God. 

Lord, You are…” 
● For the second card, they will point to their middle finger and say “Confess sins.  Please 

forgive me…” 
● Keep going for each card 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER HAND PRINT OUT 
 

 

Adore God 

Lord, You are… 

 

How great is the Lord, and how 

much we should praise Him! 

Psalm 48:1 

  

  

  

  

Confess sins 

Lord, please forgive me. 

 

Lord, you are good.  You are forgiving.  You are 

full of love for all who call out to you. 

Psalm 86:5 

 

 

 

Thankful heart 

Lord, thank you for… 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, because 

He is good.  His love endures forever. 

Psalm 118:1 

  

  

  

  

Supply needs 

Lord, please help others 

and please help me, too.  

 

Do not worry about anything.  But pray 

and ask God for everything you need. 

Philippians 4:6 
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